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Superintendent’s message

Dear Staff, Families and Community,

We are well into the second quarter of the 2018-19 school year, and already we have accomplished much to share. 

Our girls’ cross-country team just won its first State Open title and the boys finished the season 13-2. The football team 
is holding its own at 4-4 as of press time. Our robotics team is just starting its season, but is already bringing home 
accolades. All of our schools began the school year with their individual approaches to “Start with Hello,” a Sandy Hook 
Promise anti-violence campaign that fosters an atmosphere of kindness and inclusion. After several years of incorporat-
ing the programs into our schools, we are seeing a cultural shift in our schools where students are comfortable and open - 
our schools are more inclusive and accepting than ever and our students are able to focus more on learning and reaching 
their potentials.
 
This district newsletter, the Danbury Digest, will be posted on our website in the fall and again in February, May and 
August at www.danbury.k12.ct.us and will include stories, photos and highlights about our progress. You can also view 
Hatters TV, which highlights district events and activities. 

This year we welcome Kevin Walston as the district’s assistant superintendent and three new principals: Anna Machial at 
Shelter Rock School, John Webber at ACE and Kristy Zaleta at Rogers Park Middle School, and two interim principals: 
Kristen Bradley at Morris Street School and Marnie Durkin at Ellsworth Avenue School.

Take a look at our work and accomplishments; hopefully you will want to take part of this school community that is 
always surpassing our expectations. Become a student mentor through our DSABC program to make a meaningful and 
long-lasting impact on a student’s life; read to kindergartners as part of the KIDS program; work on PTO activity or ath-
letic event; or attend a school math or literacy night. We need your participation to help us continue our success. 

Here’s to making our schools a great place for students to be,
Dr. Sal V. Pascarella

Kindness starts with a rock garden at Hayestown Avenue School
Danbury schools foster culture of compassion, part of ‘Start with Hello’ 

This school year, the “Start with Hello” pro-
gram starts at a colorful rock garden that was a 
yearlong project last year at Hayestown Avenue 
School. The project involved the entire school 
community from students and staff to parents and 
siblings. The Kindness Rock Garden was based on 
the book “Only One You” by Linda Kranz, which 
focuses on teaching children that everyone is 
special and unique, like the individually painted 
rocks in the garden. Principal Stephanie Furman 
also said that students learn to work together to 
make the school community, and the world, a 
better place.
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Danbury Public Schools presents Teacher of the Year 2018-19

Every Thursday afternoon for the past 12 years, Broadview Middle School math 
teacher Ellen Meyer co-coaches students who participate nationally and region-
ally in math competitions. This year, those students placed second regionally in 
MathCounts, a national competition, and first place in the Fairfield County Math 
League.
Her 25-year dedication to Danbury students, which means helping them succeed 
no matter their ability or level, has earned her the title of Danbury Teacher of the 
Year 2018-19. 
“Over the years, Ellen has led our students in a great direction not only in her 
classroom, but also in her afterschool program,” said Superintendent Dr. Sal Pas-
carella. “Ellen has a quiet resilience that makes her approachable for students and 
encourages them to work their hardest. She is a powerful example of how dedica-
tion, compassion and understanding can make such a difference for our students.”
Meyer started with the district 25 years ago as a first-grade teacher at Hayestown 
Avenue School. A year later, she moved to Broadview, where she has taught sixth-, 
seventh- and eighth-grade. For the past three years, she has taught seventh-grade 
math. She coaches the 30 afterschool ‘Mathletes’ with colleagues Bill Tripp and 
Ken Seder.
Meyer, who earned her teaching credentials from Western Connecticut State 
University, said she loves the energy of seventh-graders and said it helps to be 
even-tempered and let them know that the students and what they are doing are 
important.
“They are trying to grow up and find out who they are and that’s what I like about 
it,” said Meyer, who is the mother of six grown children. “You have to figure out 
how to grab them and hold their interest. And you have to make a connection with 
them. If you believe in kids, you can make a connection.”

Danbury schools start 2018-19 with hello
During the last week of September Danbury schools began the school year with an awareness of social isolation, inclusion and what it means to be kind 
and compassionate as part of the Sandy Hook Promise violence prevention campaign.
Broadview held a “Start with Hello” presentation for sixth graders led by SHP’s Donna Moxham, who said that 15,000 school nationwide participated in 
the program.
Broadview’s social skills worker Christine Miller said that although the changes may be immeasurable, she has seen a lot of change in the culture at the 
school since partaking in the SHP programs three years ago: “It’s not a one-week thing – it’s all the time,” she said.
The seventh- and eighth-grade students at the school are now veterans of the program and take the initiative to lead each other through group projects. 
The sixth-graders are taking the kindness and compassion they practiced in elementary school and using them to encourage a culture of inclusion.  
prevent isoluation and loneliness.
 Miller said SHP has three goals: to reduce social isolation and bullying; to encourage students to ‘say something’ by reporting violence or related issues 
to a trusted adult; and to lobby for gun control.
“We can work on the first two issues in school,” Miller said. “If you work on those two things at a young age, there’s a good chance we can prevent trag-
edy. This program has to be a part of the culture of the school. This year the activities are simple because it’s already engrained in the students and the 
culture is improved. Students are more aware of how to treat and include others and accept differences,” Miller said.
Other part of the program’s success, Miller said, is that it “gives the kids a sense that they can do something. It puts the power in the kids’ hands.”
Moxham, who showed slides suggesting ways for students to say hello and make a connection with someone who may feel isolated, told the students: 
“You are part of something large. Our goal is that this spreads. We can make positive changes across the country.
“When you feel good about yourself, you do better in all areas of your life.”

Above left: Broadview’s Andri Valerio and Melina Zeqir participate in the 
‘Start with Hello’ mix-it up lunch. Above right: School Resource Officer 
Brian Hayes talks with students Gulianna Riccio and Riley Knapp 

King Street Campus Schools
 ‘Start with Hello’

Students at King Street School Primary School finished painting 
rocks to place in their kindness garden during the ‘Start with 
Hello’ week. 
Students at King Street Intermediate School ‘mixed it up’ at lunch 
on Sept. 27 by sitting with a different crowd. The idea was to have 
students meet and eat lunch with different students and make new 
friends.
Photo right: KS principal Dr. Tina Hislop talks to students and 
encourages them to get to know each other better.



Danbury Digest                    -3-               Fall 2018
Danbury High School unveils new wing 

for start of 2018-19 school year
School and city officials – and the multitude of other people who helped make it 
possible – held a ribbon-cutting ceremony Aug. 27 to celebrate completion of a 
55,000-square-foot expansion.at Danbury High School.
The district anticipates a steady increase of more than one percent annual in student en-
rollment over the coming years – the student population has already crested 3,000 and 
is the largest high school in the state. The freshman class has 900 students.
“Someone said you can define a community by the school it keeps,” said Superintendent 
Dr. Sal Pascarella. “You’re making a statement that the students are special and there are 
things that you can create for them, like this environment, that just make them want to 
come to school and learn. It makes a difference . . . it enhances the learning.”
DHS Principal Dan Donovan officially cut the ribbon. Starting his third year at the 
helm, Donovan’s first two years were during the construction phase, which was a plan

that went without a hitch.
Danbury Mayor Mark Boughton, who spent 14 years as a teacher at DHS, said he’s seen the building undergo major
evolution over the years. He said it is a building that the students 
and community can be proud of and the students can think of as a 
home.
The new addition will accommodate an additional 540 students. 
The addition has 26 classrooms that include general purpose class-
rooms, science rooms, art and music rooms, health rooms and 
computer and support spaces. There is also a new gymnasium with 
a carpeted lobby that opens up to the athletic fields.
The majority of the new addition will be used by the Freshman 
Academy.

Danbury student receives national recognition for science achievement

Danbury High School freshman Khushi Parikh has been named one of the top 300 students in 
a national science competition that drew more than 2,500 entrants this year.
Khushi is one of the Top 300 MASTERS in the 2018 Broadcom MASTERS, a program of Soci-
ety for Science & the Public. While an eighth-grade student last year at Westside Middle School 
Academy, Khushi worked on her project, “Image Recognition to Diagnose Lyme Disease,” in 
which she designed a software application that can detect Lyme disease from a photo image 
with 90 percent accuracy. Her work was under the direction of WSMSA STEM theme coach 
Jon Neuhausel and principal Dr. Frank LaBanca -- and earned nine awards at the Connecticut 
Science & Engineering Fair, including the first place Lockheed Martin Physical Sciences Award. 
“Khushi’s project exemplifies the high-quality authentic work we value at Westside Middle 
School Academy,” said LaBanca. “She was passionate about a project that has important re-
al-world applications. She is the model and example for what we hope students achieve.”
The next step in the Broadcom MASTERS takes place on September 18 when 30 finalists will 
be selected from the Top 300 MASTERS.  Finalists and one parent or guardian will receive an 
all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C., to attend the Broadcom MASTERS Finals Week 
competition from October 19 to 24. Finalists will present their research and compete in hands-
on challenges for top prizes, including funds to attend a STEM summer camp and the Samueli 
Prize of $25,000.
“We are very proud of Khushi and her accomplishment,” said Superintendent Dr. Sal Pascarella. 
“The STEM program is one that encourages students to explore their best and brightest ideas 
and to overcome obstacles through research and experiment, similar to how true scientists 
work. We have seen many students push through and realize their potentials in our schools, 
and it is rewarding when students like Khushi are recognized at this level.”

During the last week of September Danbury schools began the school year with an awareness of social isolation, inclusion and what it means to be kind 
and compassionate as part of the Sandy Hook Promise violence prevention campaign.
Broadview held a “Start with Hello” presentation for sixth graders led by SHP’s Donna Moxham, who said that 15,000 school nationwide participated in 
the program.
Broadview’s social skills worker Christine Miller said that although the changes may be immeasurable, she has seen a lot of change in the culture at the 
school since partaking in the SHP programs three years ago: “It’s not a one-week thing – it’s all the time,” she said.
The seventh- and eighth-grade students at the school are now veterans of the program and take the initiative to lead each other through group projects. 
The sixth-graders are taking the kindness and compassion they practiced in elementary school and using them to encourage a culture of inclusion.  
prevent isoluation and loneliness.
 Miller said SHP has three goals: to reduce social isolation and bullying; to encourage students to ‘say something’ by reporting violence or related issues 
to a trusted adult; and to lobby for gun control.
“We can work on the first two issues in school,” Miller said. “If you work on those two things at a young age, there’s a good chance we can prevent trag-
edy. This program has to be a part of the culture of the school. This year the activities are simple because it’s already engrained in the students and the 
culture is improved. Students are more aware of how to treat and include others and accept differences,” Miller said.
Other part of the program’s success, Miller said, is that it “gives the kids a sense that they can do something. It puts the power in the kids’ hands.”
Moxham, who showed slides suggesting ways for students to say hello and make a connection with someone who may feel isolated, told the students: 
“You are part of something large. Our goal is that this spreads. We can make positive changes across the country.
“When you feel good about yourself, you do better in all areas of your life.”
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Nicole Martone, English Department Head and 
English teacher at Danbury High School, has 
received the Master Teacher of Honor Award 
from Kappa Delta Pi, International Honor Soci-
ety in Education. 
Since the award’s establishment in 2011, KDP 
has named a very select few from around the 
world as Master Teachers of Honor. To earn 
this designation, an educator must have more 
than 15 years of classroom teaching experience; 
submit evidence of professional development, 
leadership, community service, and exceptional 
contributions to the education profession; and 
demonstrate a commitment to integrity and 
high standards in the classroom. The award 
recognizes teachers of all levels, from early 
childhood instructors to university faculty 
members.
“Nicole’s experience, empathy, and attention to 
detail make her a highly effective department 
chair who has improved the atmosphere of the 
department,” stated Greg Euchner, an English 
teacher at DHS. “Her ability to recognize best 
practices and allow them to flourish has made 
a difference that is felt by teachers and students 
alike.”
Developing a supportive educational climate is 
a major aspect of Martone’s philosophy of edu-
cation, and she has held active roles on several 

DHS English department head named ‘Master Teacher of Honor’

School Safety and Safe School Climate/Positive 
Behavioral Interventions and Supports com-
mittees. As an instructional leader, Martone 
said she strives to “support students’ cognitive, 
social–emotional, and physical needs by main-
taining a welcoming and safe environment for 
all, using data to support teaching, learning, and 
leading, and promoting student engagement.”
Martone is part of the School Leadership Team 
at DHS and has been active in curriculum work, 

both as a developer and a contributor. Most 
recently, she served as facilitator of and con-
tributor to the Grades 9–12 English Curric-
ulum Revision and has provided department 
members with ongoing feedback and guidance. 
She continually keeps the department updated 
on effective methods for teaching and lesson 
planning, as well. 
“She has pioneered a new approach to share and 
recognize classroom strategies so that the bene-
fits of an innovative method discovered by one 
teacher radiated out to the whole department,” 
Euchner said.
To supplement her teaching efforts, Martone 
has received numerous grants, including KDP 
Classroom Teacher Grants and Target Field 
Trip Grants, which have allowed her students to 
attend enriching field trips and have access to 
innovative instructional materials. She has been 
recognized by the National Council of Teachers 
of English as an Emerging Leaders Fellow for 
the 2016 cohort. Currently a doctoral student at 
Lesley University, Martone earned a sixth-year 
diploma from Quinnipiac University, a mas-
ter’s degree from Quinnipiac University, and a 
bachelor’s degree from Southern Connecticut 
State University. 

DHS robotics team takes home ‘Judge’s Award’

The Danbury High School Robotics Team 5150 
competed in its first competition of the season on 
Oct. 27 with six robots with robot 5150G taking 
home the Judge’s award based on comments from 
adult volunteers, judge and referees who note pos-
itive behavior and special circumstances.
All six robots made it to the elimination rounds 
at the competition held at the CREC Academy of 
Science and Innovation in New Britain.
The Danbury team has 45 members, including 18 
female students and 17 new team members.
Team 5150 will host its fifth annual Connecticut 
Vex Robotics tournament in the DHS cafeteria on 
Saturday, Nov. 10.



Danbury Digest                       -5-             Fall 2018

Two dozen students at Westside Middle School Academy 
worked side by side with volunteers from the local Lowe’s 
home improvement center to build an outdoor garden class-
room area in front of the school in September.
The project was part of Lowe’s annual hero charity project, 
which completes a community charitable project near all 
1,800 of its stores nationwide. Todd Wingard, the Danbury 
store’s general manager, and Greg Horan, the local project 
leader, were on site with several store employees, all of whom 
donated their time last Thursday to complete the project.

Danbury middle school gets new garden from 
‘Lowe’s Heroes’

Horan said finding a project that fit the qualifications was 
difficult, especially because of the non-profit status. Then he 
thought of all the projects at WSMSA. “They helped us tre-
mendously when we built our outdoor classroom and gave 
us a lot of expertise on the mosaic. We’ve established a good 
relationship with Lowe’s – Lowe’s supports education,” said 
WSMSA STEM theme coach and teacher Jon Neuhausel. “It’s 
important to have kids outside for activities, and this project – 
which is probably a $10,000 project including labor – will seat 
a whole classroom.” Westside, which is now at 650 students, will add 

another 50 students near year. The additional out-
door classrooms – now two -  will help accommo-
date some of the growth and add to the dimension 
of the activities.
“It is so important to give students the opportunity 
to work next to professionals,” said principal Dr. 
Frank LaBanca. “This partnership with Lowe’s gave 
our students an opportunity to see professional 
teamwork, collaboration, and communication in 
action. The Lowe’s Hero project was an amazing 
opportunity to build community with an extremely 
generous community partner.”
The new area, which is located in the front of the 
school, has mature plantings and a stone patio with 
seating. About 25 students helped with the project 
on Thursday from raking and weeding to plant-
ing and digging. Many students were part of the 
school’s National Junior Honor Society.
Eighth-grader Jillian Rubin isn’t a fan of getting 
dirty, but said the project was a rewarding one.
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DHS’ Sterling Miller named ‘Teacher of the Year’ by CTEEA

Sterling Miller, a longtime Danbury High School technology education teacher, has been named 
“Teacher of the Year 2018-19” by the Connecticut Technology Engineering Education Associa-
tion (CTEEA/ITEEA).
“It is a remarkable honor for Connecticut to see one of our teachers walk across the stage at the 
ITEEA conference (March 2019) to receive a plaque in front of thousands of fellow education 
professionals from around the world,” wrote Gregory Kane, of CTEEA, in an award letter.
CTEEA is the professional organization for Connecticut technology education professionals 
and ITEEA is the International Technology and Engineering Educators Association. Each year 
CTEEA selects one middle school teacher and one high school teacher and a school program to 
honor.
“We are so fortunate to have teachers like Mr. Miller in our schools,” said Superintendent Dr.
Sal Pascarella. “Mr. Miller wears many hats at DHS: he produces videos of school events and meetings, and offers students invaluable 
hands-on experience working in the field. He is very well-liked by colleagues and students alike with his approachable demeanor and out-
standing professional attitude. He fosters the kind of growth that will help prepare students for both college and career after high school.”
Colleague Erik Savoyski said that Miller has many titles from Video Production Club Adviser to Hatters TV Producer, Graphic Arts Guru 
and Faculty Barbeque Team Member.
“In every instance, Sterling Miller is of service to both our department and our school. I am proud to call him a classroom colleague and 
esteemed friend,” Savoyski said.

Rogers Park chosen as ‘Spotlight School’ for math program
Teachers from region observe class, talk with students

“There are more brains,” said 
a student named Vinnie. 
Another student on the panel  
said that the curriculum al-
lowed teachers more freedom 
and he notices that they teach 
better this way when they can 
assess the needs of the class-
room rather than following a 
prescribed course of instruc-
tion.

The students also said that 
the pilot program made it 
easier for them to apply the 
math skills they had learned 
in the previous school year.

Rogers Park was recently chosen as a leading example in the use of “Illustrative Mathematics,” curriculum devised by the 
non-profit Open Resources, due to its successful pilot program in last year’s sixth grade. On Oct. 25, 30 teachers from 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts and New York spent the morning at Rogers Park to learn more.
The success has been marked improvement in math test scores of the students who spent a year learning Illustrative 
Mathematics skills.
After observing Rogers Park math teachers in action utilizing the math material, visiting teachers then were able to 
question a five-member panel of seventh-grade students who were part of the pilot program.
Rachel Saunders, chairman of the middle school’s math department, said that the new curriculum is more prob-
lem-based learning and allows for a higher-level discourse about math. The students enjoy and learn more from talking 
about the problems with each other, Sanders said.
The panelist students overwhelmingly agreed that being able to share information and discuss problems with their class-
mates were a large part of their learning.
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Board of Education
Members

Rachel Chaleski
Gladys Cooper

   Richard Jannelli
Patrick Johnston
Frederick Karrat
David Metrena 

  Kathleen Molinaro
Emanuela Palmares

Farley A. Santos
Amy Spallino

(vacancy TBA 11/14)

SCHOOL CALENDAR
November 12:  Veterans’ Day–Schools Closed
                   13: One Hour Early Release for Students/PD
       21: Early Dismissal
       22, 23: Thanksgiving Recess–Schools Closed
       27: One Hour Early Release for Students/PD

December 11: One Hour Early Release for Students/PD
       18: One Hour Early Release for Students/PD
       24–31:  Holiday Recess – Schools ClosedDanbury Board of Education 

63 Beaver Brook Road 
Danbury, CT 06810 

We’re on the web! 
Visit us at: 

www.danbury.k12.ct.us/

For coverage of school events or to submit school news, 
contact Robin Provey: robineprovey@aol.com or the 
Board of Education at (203) 797-4701.

Rogers Park teachers enrich lessons with travel to historic, geologic sites 
From viewing an active volcano in Hawaii to touring the solemn site where the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, two Rogers Park 
Middle School teachers traveled this summer to Hawaii and California to be able to add more depth to classroom discussions.
Patricia Tracey, an eighth-grade science teacher, spent two weeks in Hawaii, and Dana Ketterl, who teaches eighth-grade English, 
spent 10 days touring Hawaii and California, during the summer. Tracey’s grant was a joint grant with husband and Danbury 
High School physics and chemistry teacher, John Tracey; they were joined by 13 other teachers from all over including New York, 
California and Australia.
The $10,000 travel grant was made possible through a grant from The Fund for Teachers (FFT), a national nonprofit organization. 
Tracey, whose travel involved a study with 13 teachers from other districts, worked with a geologist to study volcano activity. She 
said one of the things she learned from the trip was how to collaborate in a group, which is something she asks of her students. 
She also learned much about how the local people viewed the volcanoes.
“People in Hawaii really believe that everything has life,” Tracey said. “They looked at a volcano as a gift in new growth rather than 
destruction. Everything has life – that philosophy was a huge takeaway for me.”
Ketterl, whose students are studying “Unbroken,” a World War II hero and prisoner of war, and “To Kill a Mockingbird,” which 
deals with ignorance and racism, said that she was able to find reprints of local newspapers in Hawaii the day after Pearl Harbor. 
She also took many photos to share with students.
“There is a strong sense of culture in Hawaii. There’s a distinct ‘state,’” said Ketterl, who also also visited a museum in San Jose that 
offers a replica of a WWII Japanese internment camp and the Rosie the Riveter museum.
Both teachers agreed that the trips helped them make valuable connections between what they saw and how they teach. It also 
gave them a perspective to share with students that is richer and deeper than something out of a textbook.
“Everything I did was looked at through a lens like a geologist,” Tracey said.

http://www.danbury.k12.ct.us
mailto:robineprovey@aol.com

